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The Ministry of Follow-up
Acts 15:36-16:5
Introduction:

I. The Plan for Expanding the Work – 15:36-40
A. How It was Offered – 15:36

1. Paul’s Idea – 15:36a

“After some days Paul said to Barnabas…”
Paul seems to be in charge of the team at this point. He is already busy at Antioch. Why is that not enough?
There are others there who can carry on the work at Antioch. He has trained them so that he may go and start the process elsewhere. He used multiplication not addition.
Evangelism By Addition:
If you win one person every day, at the end of 30 days of addition you will have added 30 people. That’s great, but…
Evangelism By Multiplication:

If you win one person every day and teach him/her to win and teach one person every day, by the end of 30 days you will have won the whole world.  
5th day- 24

    10th day – 768; 
 
15th day – 24,576; 
     20th day- 786,432;

25th day – 25,165,824


30th day – 1,073,741,824
33rd day – 9,589,934,792
2. Paul’s Intent – 15:36b
“Let us return and visit the brethren in ﻿﻿every city in which we proclaimed ﻿﻿the word of the Lord, and see how they are doing.” 

Paul had left some believers in Galatia who needed strengthening. He also needed to take the letter from the church council in Jerusalem. Whom else would he ask than Barnabas? He knew them, the territory and the message. So he asks Barnabas.
B. How It Faltered – 15:37-39a

1. Tentative Disagreement – 15:37-38
a. What Barnabas Determined – 15:37
Barnabas was determined to take with them ﻿﻿John, called Mark.
· It seems that Barnabas was all for it. All right, let’s go.

· His first thought was, “I’ll go get John Mark.”

· He may have talked to Mark while they were in Jerusalem for the church council. Barnabas may have stayed with his sister, Mark’s mother. 
· Mark may have expressed regret about leaving the team before. 

· He may have apologized to Barnabas and asked for another chance.

b. What Barnabas Discovered – 15:38
“But Paul kept insisting that they should not take him along who had ﻿﻿deserted them ﻿﻿in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 

The words “kept insisting” (ἠξίου, imperfect) indicate that they have an on-going discussion about the matter.  No matter what Barnabas said, Paul would have no part of John Mark.

2. Total Disagreement – 15:39a
“And there occurred such a sharp disagreement that they separated from one another,”
When an irresistible force meets an immovable object what happens. Here we have two good men – two godly men. Each one is convinced that two opposite courses of action should be taken.
What is the answer? Each should follow his own direction.
C. How It was Altered – 15:39b-40


1. The Departure of Barnabas – 15:39b
“and Barnabas took ﻿﻿Mark with him and sailed away to ﻿﻿Cyprus.”
This was Barnabas’s home (4:36) John Mark was here with the team on the first trip.
There is no indication that Barnabas received the church’s commendation. That does not mean that he did not.
2. The Decision of Paul – 15:40

a. His Chosen Companion – 15:40a
But Paul chose ﻿﻿Silas and left. Silas was a prophet (15:32) and was teaching at Antioch, so he is no novice.
b. His Church Commendation – 15:40b

“being ﻿﻿committed by the brethren to the grace of the Lord.”
Luke does tell us that the church gave Paul and Silas a send-off committing them to the Grace of God.
So, who was right in this argument?

They both were in their assessment of Mark. Paul saw that it was too soon for Mark to venture out with such a pro-Gentile apostle as Paul.
Barnabas correctly saw raw material in his nephew (or cousin) Mark (Col. 4:10; 2 Tim.4:11 Phile. 24; 1 Peter 5:13). Paul later spoke of Barnabas in positive terms (1 Cor. 9:6; Col. 4:10).

The result of the disagreement was that they now have two missionary teams. 
II. The Progress in Expanding the Work – 15:41-6:5
A. The High Road – 15:41- 16:1a
“and he was traveling through ﻿﻿Syria and ﻿﻿Cilicia, strengthening the churches.”
     


16:1- Paul came also to ﻿﻿Derbe and to ﻿﻿Lystra.
Paul went overland through Syria, Tarsus, his hometown and then came to the churches in the reverse order in which he founded them. In the process he passed over the Tarsus Mountain Range by way of the Cilician Gates. 
1. The Faithful Commencement of Timothy – 16:1b
“And a certain disciple was there, named ﻿﻿Timothy, the son of a ﻿﻿Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek,”
Paul calls Timothy his “Son” in I Timothy 1:2, 18; II Timothy1:2 and 2:1. He probably did not mean that he was his spiritual father. [See Titus 1:4 - He almost certainly was not Titus’ spiritual father.]
2. The Fine Commendation of Timothy – 16:2
“and he was well spoken of by ﻿﻿the brethren who were in ﻿﻿Lystra and ﻿﻿Iconium.”
However Timothy was saved. It was as a result of Paul’s preaching on the first missionary trip. That means that he had been a believer for a few years. Yet he was well spoken of by the brethren in both of these cities.
3. The Full Commitment of Timothy – 16:3

“Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he ﻿﻿took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, for they all knew that his father was Greek.”
Paul wanted him to go along with them as a helper, pretty much as John Mark had done.

There was one snag: Timothy was not circumcised. Paul had him circumcised because of the Jews in that region.
This appears to contradict Paul’s thinking in Galatians 2:3-5 where he refused to let Titus be circumcised. The situations, however, were different. In Galatians 2 the issue was the method of justification; (Titus was a Gentile). Here, it was a question of not giving offense (cf. 1 Cor. 9:19-23) [Timothy mother was a Jew.]
. 
B. The Highlights – 16:4-5
1. The Local Churches Enlightened – 16:4
“And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the ﻿﻿decrees to keep, ﻿﻿which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem.”
Remember that the legalists had been in this area. The apostles requested that this letter be delivered to them.
Paul had written a letter (Galatians) to them about the question of circumcision for justification.
The Jerusalem letter is more proof that Paul’s position was the correct one. 
2. The Local Churches Encouraged – 16:5a
“So the churches were strengthened in the faith,”

They were strengthened by the teaching of the Word. That resulted in their witnessing and winning many to the Lord. That is the Biblical method of church growth.
3. The Local Churches Enlarged – 16:5b

“and increased in number daily.”


Notice the order of things here:



They were taught, 

then they were strengthened

then they were enlarged.
Conclusion:



